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Timely
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Focus
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Post frequently, but not at the
expense of quality

Use images and photographs
Write well
Consider headlines, post size

Polls, Top 10 lists, Contests, How-to's,
Interviews, Controversial topics...



50

Be Excellent
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Blog about something
you care about.

A lot.



Community




£'F Connect to bloggers who
share your interests

_ink!

_eave comments!

Plan and join online events (e.g.
blog carnivals)

Contribute to the community
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How do people find your blog?

(0




How do people find your blog?

Someone else’s website

Google or other search engines

Repeat visitor who has bookmarked the
site

Newsfeeds - Bloglines, MyYahoo,
Personalized Google

Del.icio.us, Technorati or other tagging
or social bookmarking tool

Someone emailed your URL
Press
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g% Google, SEO, Search Engines

Page Rank
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g% Google, SEO, Search Engines

What contributes to page rank?

1) Links from other websites

2) Links from websites with high page rank
3) Text-based content (not flash or images)
4) Use of keywords in text

5) Page title

6) Good HTML structure (header tags, etc.)
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g% Google, SEO, Search Engines

What detracts from page rank?

1) Links to link-farms, spam sites

2) 404 errors - links that go to pages
that don’t exist
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Site Design

Make it easy to load,
easy to read,
easy to find stuff
on PCs and Macs
at 800x600 dpi.



Site Design

Image Size (ideally under 15.5K)

Page length and size (under 100K)

Font Size (must be readable)

Clutter (reduce)

Colored backgrounds (avoid for main text)

Eye-tracking study (focus on upper left
corner)

Search bars
Categories

Multiple browsers (IE-PC, FireFox-PC,
FireFox-Mac, Safari-Mac)

Screen resolution
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Site Design
Eye-tracking study

Source: http://www.poynterextra.org/eyetrack2004/main.htm
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Site Design
Eye-tracking study

Source: http://lwww.poynterextra.org/eyetrack2004/main.htm
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Site Design

Screen resolution

1024 x 7658 5417 %
B 500 x 600 14.23 %
11280 x 1024 1015 %
B 1280%800 7.3%
[J1152x 864 3.39%
[J1440x 900 1.85%
1400 x 1050 1.7 %
12580 x 7658 1.49%
Bl 1630 x 1050 1.41 %
[J1280x 854 0.82%
B 1600 % 1200 0.8 %
[J1280x 960 0.57 %
[J1920x 1200 0.41 %
640 x 480 021 %
1280 x720 021 %
B 1120% 3840 018 %
[CJ1344 x 840 013 %
B 1536 x 960 043 %
[J560x420 013%
[J1024 x640 01 %
E1152%x768 01 %
[ 1152x 720 005%
Bl 1600 x 1024 0.05%
[CJ1440x 960 0.05 %

1024 x 768 41.41 %
£31280x1024 1919%
[ 300 x 600 8.08 %
B 1280 % 800 7.07 %
11680 x 1050 6.06 %
[J1440x 900 3.03%
1152 x 864 3.03%
1920 x 1440 2.02%
£31920x1200 2.02%
[ 1600 x 1200 2.02 %
Il 1400 x 1050 2.02 %
[J1280x 960 2.02%
[J1280x 854 2.02%

Technical site*
8% 800x600

Consumer site*
14% 800x600

*Simply Recipes and Learning Movable Type
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RSS

ﬁ Click to subscribe to feed



RSS - definition

“‘RSS is a system that allows a blog (or any
website) to alert an RSS reader that a blog has
been updated.

RSS means that a user can subscribe to any
website that supports RSS. It means that once the
user has an RSS reader (and there’s one inside of
MyYahoo and Firefox and Safari and soon just
about everywhere) she can pick a dozen or a 100
blogs and have them home delivered.”

Seth Godin
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M RSS - feed reader

o Oy O

NetNewsWire Lite (271 unread)

I} ]
=] L) : -
Next Unread Mark All As Read Open in Browser Show Info  Subscribe Unsubscribe Show Sites Drawer

51 subseriptions, 271 headlines unread

Subscriptions

peterme.com headlines

m Wired News: Top Stories (29) ™ ... 20 Minute Book Review: jPod
@ Learning Movable Type - The Small Things
&) LMT Links Talking with Michael Bierut

Announcing IDEA 2006

#% Not Always On
Tribeless

2% Links of Interest

peterme speaks! and says "um" and "uh" a lot
)] scribblingwoman (2)

[&] TIME GOES BY

6 Alaskan Living

A Chinwags From Abu Dhabi
¥ Movalog (15)

¥ Planet Movable Type (6)
Movable Type News

*s+ Mena's Corner

Adaptive Path blogs! And, oh yeah, Steven Johnson ...

dcamp chat on "design for appropriation”

Some pointers on no job titles
No Job Titles
Teaching in Chicago, May 17-18

{Re-)Introducing Ryan Freitas
Let's Put the Cat Back in the Bag
Media - Wide-eyed and Anxious
.= 75

*a Six Apart News and Events

* Six Apart Professional Network
@ MT Fight Club: With Comments
% Anil Dash (2)

6 Seth's Blog
n New Recipes from YankeeMagazine.com _

Appetizers with Mike Dunne X R X X X
= One thing that's been taking a fair amount of my time is

&} The Food Whore organizing the IDEA 2006 conference. We are now at the

B words to eat by point where we're ready to announce it, and encourage
people to save the date - October 23-24, 2006.

&} Life begins at thirty

IDEA is my attempt to fulfill the vision that the A Institute
@ Too Many Chefs (6) has developed for information architecture, particularly that:

& eggbeater (4)

B Becks & Posh (6)
& 'Ono Kine Grindz

¥ Chocolate & Zucchini
& Appetites

& The Food Section

Q@ peterme.com (11)

Information architecture principles apply in all
shared information environments: Virtual,
such as the Web; Physical, such as built
enviroments like museums, libraries,
hospitals; and Procedural, such as in flows of
information in work processes,

This is not a “web" conference. We've set it in the Seattle
Public Library, as it's perhaps the best exemplar of physical
information architecture accessible to the general public.




2 RSS - Personalized Google

Add content »

.-;-i- Web Images Groups MNews Froogle Maps more »
W

Ga0g

f_Goche Search \ /_I'm Feeling Luckwn,r_\

New York Times edit [ About edit [X]
A Hands-On Tribute to the Pain and Valor of 9/11 Australia/NewZealandforVisitors:
The Energy Challenge: Pollution From Chinese Coal Most Popular ﬁl"mdes
Casts a Global Shadow Devenport, Tasmania
Commutes of 1.000 Miles Grow a Bit Longer in What Are Stromatolites?
Airline Industry West Coast Glaciers - Fox Glacier - Mew fealand
New Zealand Herald - National edit Weather edit
News
ki h b back ) Auckland
Kingy teacher gels |ob DACK and compensation

indy teacher gets job back and compensation 17°C Today Mon Tem
Diabetes breakthrough welcomed Partly Cloudy [ . Bl o N e |
Li b | i - Wind: W at 17 km/h G

iquor boss leaves millions to sta Humidity: 59%

18° | 14% 17° | 11° 13° | 11°

BBC News edit

Palestinian heads clash over vote

West Bank gunmen free US man
Hariri inquiry requests extension




RSS - Personalized Google

.~,-§: Web Images Groups News Froogle Maps more »

Gaog'e

/_G{:ugle Search \ /_I'm Feeling Lu-:k",r_\

Accidental Hedonist edit [x] chez pim edit []
Where'd Who Go? Eat My Blog sidebar update
Kitchen time and the lack thereof Yet another whatzit
Consumer group sues FOA over bictech How to wake up properly in Spain
foods
Simply Recipes edit
101 Cookbooks edit Broccoli Salad
Toast and Smash Spice Blend Shopping Alert - Cuisinart Food
Elba's Quinceanera Processor
Triple Chocolate Espresso Bean Cookies Six Rules for Eating Wisely
Weather edit
Carmichael, CA
712°F Today Sun

Mostly Cloudy
Wind: S at 12 mph
Humidity: 57%

'l.‘/'I
'l.‘/I

o

B3° | 56° 78° |5

(a5
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RSS - Feedburner




RSS - Feedburner

Feed Stats Dashboard Show stats for | alltime &)

1226
IiiiIilliillilliillilliillilli 0

Friday, June 23 — Saturday, July 22

. 1 ,1 57 subscribers (on average) @

See more about your subscribers »

Popular Feed ltems

MAME CLICKS

Total 54
A Safe Way to Upgrade to MT 3.3 B
Plugin Compatibility and MT3.3 5

Is Somecne Stealing Your Content? The DMCA Is Yo... 5




RSS - Feedburner

Feed Subscribers Show stats for | last 7 days 3|

1,189
....'.. 0

Sunday, July 16 — Saturday, July 22

+ 1 .1 68 subscribers (on average) @

Other Readers:

230 (20%)
BEloglines: 411
(365
MetMewsWire: 75
i7%) \/'
Firefox Live
Boolemarles: 81
(7%l
FeedBlitz: 120 MewsGator

(11%) Online: 159 (142
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o’ EJ RSS - Feedblitz

Click Throughs
300.00

240,00
120,00
120,00
&0.00
0.00

B oven-toasted Sonoran Quesadilla ®Chickpea (Garbanzo Bean) and Tomato Salad Azparagus Frittata Simply

Hits

I-l‘I- .

Simply Recipes

Recipes: Recipes Only Grilled Lirme Chicken with Black Bean Sauce ®Heirloom Tomato Basil Mozzarella Salad
Shopping &lert - Le Creuset California Grape and Gourmet 2006
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RSS - Promote Your Feed

|ﬂ H'r"ﬂq.ﬁ::-:::!.l
|ﬂﬂddeE le |
I MY MSN |

Bl Bloglines |
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Tags

LS Technorati

E del.icio.us

flickr
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Measuring Site Traffic

Visitors

Page Views

Individual page views
Referrals

Search engine bots - 5-15%

Stats packages

Services - Sitemeter, Google Analytics
Software - AWStats é
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Summary
Who's On?
Tmﬁl“ Frediction

VisITS

By Details

J_E?Ff—nﬁia Total 1,949,399
E\F—Ws Average Per Day 3,145
By Exit Pages Average Visit Length 1:34

| Visits | Last Hour 110

Day Week Nonth Year TDdEI}-’ ?

Visits and .
This Week 22017

Day Wesek Month Year

PAGE VIEWS

Entry Pages

the amateur gourmet

Site Summary

i Total 3,341,837
Average Per Day 5,753
Average Per Visit 1.8
Last Hour 168
Today 10

This Week 40,271
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% What stats should you care about?

Number of subscribers (feed or email)
Number of subscribers clicking through
Visitors

Page Views

Individual page views

Technorati - who is linking to you?
Server referrals



; In conclusion

Be useful
Focus
Engage your community
Tune your site
Promote your feed

Create a blog of which you are proud



